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This entire series is superb and is absolutely essential for any lover of historical atlases. I have been

an owner of virtually all of them for at ten years and I can honestly say that they are most read

books of all that I own.The reason is their unique portability and scope. Most historical atlas are

huge, heavy and expensive. They are difficult to read unless you are sitting at a table and very

difficult to carry. This limits their utility (even though I still love them). Most history books have lots of

dense detail about one nation or one period. Virtually none cover the broad sweep of an entire

region over centuries.This atlas cover Europe, North Africa, and parts of western Russia, Iran and

Arabia. It starts in 362 AD and 1478 and has a total of 40 maps. It is spaced approximately 50 years

apart, although the exact date used varies.Like all Penguin Historical Atlases, it is small, light,

reasonably priced and incredibly broad in scope. These atlases offer a unique perspective on

history than is otherwise impossible to achieve. Their size and weight make them perfect for

travelling. Whenever I go on a trip, I take the most relevant ones with me. That way I can brush up

on my history of the region.The format is extremely useful. Each two-page layout represents a

specific time period. On the right is a historical map. On the left is a very brief overview of the

important events that happened since the previous map. Each event usually consists of one

paragraph or at most a few paragraphs, just enough to peak the interest. Most of the maps



document boundaries and note a few key cities or battlegrounds. Occasionally, the maps focus on

population, religion or economics.
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